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Services were commonly
conducted in the native lan-
guage of area immigrants such
as German or French until
these church members passed
away.

According to the 1883 War-
ner, Beers & Company “His-
tory of Defiance County,” Tif-
fin Township’s first sermon
“was delivered at the cabin of
Enos Purtee by Reverend
Prior,” but the history fails to
provide the date Prior's ser-
mon was delivered or what de-
nomination he represented.
Enos Purtee was one of Tiffin
Township’s earliest settlers,
“following soon after” Eph-

until 1902. It was moved to South Depot Street, convedento a hay barn, and was

. . raim Doty, who arrived about
destroyed by fire in 1909 (Williams County Public Library’s Photographic Archives) y

1825. Purtee’'s 110-acre farm

Christianity has played a Continued on Page 2

By Kevin M. Maynard
he Stryker, Evansport
and Lockport areas are
home to a number of

thriving congregations that oc-
cupy fine houses of worship.
These churches are so deeply
woven into the fabric of our
local heritage and everyday
lives that probably few of us
stop to consider how this mul-
titude of area congregations
and worship facilities devel-
oped.

pivotal role in local social and
moral development since the
first settlers arrived, bringing
with them diverse religious

backgrounds representing
many denominations.
Early congregations fre-

qguently gathered to worship in
homes or schoolhouses until
they were strong enough to
construct their own church fa-
cilities. The first local houses of
worship were often small log
or frame meetinghouses with
simple interior furnishings.
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was located in the northeast
quarter of Section 20, about
where Evansport Road crosses
the Tiffin River 2% miles south
of Evansport.

Evansport was surveyed on
December 14, 1835, and the
Evansport United Methodist
Church was organized as early
as February 12, 1841. On that
date, church trustees signed an
agreement with Dr. John Evans
(who founded the villages of
Williams Center and Lockport
in Williams County) to pur-
chase the current church site on
the west side of West Street for
$50. Unfortunately, Dr. Evans
died unexpectedly before con-
veying the land. It was not un-
til June 1851—10 years later—
that Evans’ accounts were set-
tled and the church officially
acquired the property.
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This brlck church was completed by Evansport Methodlts in 1874, replacing an
earlier structure near the Tiffin River. (Kevin Maynard collection)

The existing brick Evans-
port United Methodist Church
was completed in 1874. Prior to
this, Evansport Methodists
constructed or acquired a
frame house of worship near
the Tiffin River, about two
blocks east of the existing
church. A deed search failed to
disclose the congregation pur-
chasing a lot or lots near the
Tiffin River, but a deed may
have been missed in the index-
ing process or the building site
may have been leased from
others.

For many years Evansport
was also home to two active
United Brethren congregations
(see the Fall 2008BEAN CREEK
CHRONICLE ).

Solomon Johnson noted in
the 1882 Goodspeed History of
Williams County: “Perhaps the
first religious meeting in
[Springfield] township was

held at the house of Daniel Col-
gan on Section 20. The writer
read an article in the Christian
Advocateof 1874 in regard to
the death of Christi Ann Col-
gan, wife of Daniel Colgan, de-
ceased, stating that 40 years
ago last October (that is, Octo-
ber 1833) Rev. James B. Austin
was invited to preach in their
log cabin. A society of five
members was formed. ‘This
was the first religious meeting
within the present limits of
Williams County.” | have been
reliably informed that those
five members were Thomas J.
Prettyman, Lydia Prettyman,
Mary Prettyman, Daniel Col-
gan and Christi Ann Colgan.
Peter Knipe and wife, and
Woolery Coonrod and wife
were also early church mem-
bers. All of the above named
were Methodists.”

The Colgans’ log home
served as the “preaching
place” for six or seven years,
after which the congregation
gathered in a log schoolhouse
that featured a puncheon floor,
slab benches, huge fireplace
and stick chimney. Although
the log school’s location is un-
certain, it may have been the
schoolhouse shown at the
northwest corner of County
Roads D and 20 on the 1864
Williams County wall map.

In Stryker, lack of docu-
mentation prevents declaring
with certainty which congrega-
tion was first organized. How-
ever, local tradition holds that
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the Methodists established the
first congregation in town and
the Catholics constructed the
first house of worship.

The date that the Stryker
United Methodist Church was
established is unknown, but
there is record of a Methodist
“protracted meeting” in
Stryker in February 1858. In the
fall of 1860 the Ohio Central
Conference appointed Rev. H.
M. Close to Stryker, so it's
likely a congregation was or-
ganized by that time.

On August 1, 1862, E. W.
and Sarah D. Fuller sold Lot 7
in Fuller's Addition in Stryker
to Methodist Episcopal Church
trustees Adam  Kitzmiller,
Daniel Colgan, Seth B. Hyatt,

E. W. Fuller, James R. Burge, C.

Hyles and August Von Behren
for $20. This lot is located on
the south side of Church Street
about midway between Center
and Defiance Streets. In 1862 or
1863 the Stryker Methodist
Episcopal congregation erected
a small, one-room, rectangular
wooden frame structure on the
lot. The new church faced
north toward Stryker's two-
story frame schoolhouse and
what was then the town’s pub-
lic square and park.

St. John’s Catholic Church
of Stryker was reportedly or-
ganized in November 1861 by
Rev. A. J. Hoeffel of Defiance,
although it is claimed that ser-
vices were held earlier in Pat-
rick Carens’ home.

On November 10, 1861, the
congregation purchased a lot at
the northwest corner of Church

This building served as the Lockport United BrethenChurch from 1887 to circa
1960. It was sold in 1962 after the congregation disbande@evin Maynard photo)

and Center streets from John
H. Sargent and Epaphras L.
Barber, two of Stryker’'s foun-
ders.

The February 11, 1862, issue
of the Williams County Leader

newspaper reported: “A
Catholic church is building in
the flourishing town  of
Stryker.” The church was

probably completed soon after-
ward.

Long before the Lockport
Mennonite Church was con-
structed in 1908, a United
Brethren congregation flour-
ished in the tiny village. The
Lockport United Brethren
Church was organized as early
as 1862, but it was not until
1887 that a church was erected
on the west side of Mill Street.
Where the congregation gath-
ered to worship in the mean-
time is unknown.

On March 19, 1887, Abra-
ham S. and Mary Ann Gish

sold Lots 104 and 105 in Lock-
port for $25 to church trustees
Edward Thomas, John A. Kun-
kle, A. S. Gish, John R. Kunkle
and James Stevenson, “so long
as said Church shall hold to
and stand on its present consti-
tution and confession of faith”
and “so long as used for
Church purposes, afterward to
revert to said grantors.”

The Lockport United Breth-
ren Church closed about 1960
and the property was sold at
auction in 1962. The church
building still stands and is now
used for other purposes.

The SAHC seeks information
on all local congregations to sup-
plement its archival research col-
lection at the Stryker branch Ii-
brary. If you have information you
are willing to share, contact the
SAHC at info@strykerahc.org, by
mail at P.O. Box 180, Stryker,
OH 43557, or via telephone at
419.373.0310.
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Defiance, a
post town and
the seat of justice
for Williams
County. It is
handsomely situ-
ated at the junc-
* giftion of the Aug-

|laize with the
' Maumee, on the
{point  between
{those two rivers.
i1t has the advan-
tage of the navi-
{gation of the
~4Maumee west to
Fort Wayne, and
east to Lake Erie;
i|and of Auglaize
south for 50 miles
1through a rich
=a« | and fertile coun-

In 1838, Williams Count

y included most of Defiancelly, and north by
County, and the county seat was located at Defiance in itFiffin

River,

extreme southeast corner. Williams County’s current areayhich runs into

is shown shaded(Kevin Maynard)

By Richard L. Cooley

he following offers a

glimpse into early Wil-

liams and Defiance
county history and was taken
from “The Ohio Gazetteer and
Traveler's Guide,” by Warren
Jenkins, Columbus, published
by Isaac N. Whiting in 1838.

At that time, Williams
County was a large rectangle of
land that included most of
what is today Defiance County
as well as part of Fulton
County, and the county seat
was located at Defiance instead
of Bryan.

the Maumee on
the north side, one mile west of
Defiance, and is navigable for
small craft about 50 miles.

This town probably pos-
sesses more local advantages
than any other in the northwest
part of the state; it being a cen-
tral point to several state roads,
leading in different directions
through the adjoining counties,
and where the Wabash and
Erie Canal will lock down into
the Maumee River, affording
very considerable water power.
The junction of the Miami and
Wabash canals will also be at
or near this place, thereby add-
ing much to its importance in a

commercial point of view. It
contains seven stores, two gro-
ceries, three taverns, a court-
house and a jail, a large steam
sawmill, and about 800 or 900
inhabitants. It is 50 miles west
of Perrysburg and 50 east of
Fort Wayne. Page 161.

Defiance, a township of
Williams County, in which the
seat of justice is situated. It lies
on the Maumee River and con-
tained 272 inhabitants at the
census of 1830. It is now esti-
mated to contain from 1,200 to
1,500; and it returns on the tax
list about 16,000 acres of land.
Page 161

Lafayette, [now known as
Pulaski] a new town in Wil-
liams County, situated on Bea-
ver Creek, a tributary of Tiffin
River, 22 miles from Napoleon,
21 from Defiance, and four
miles from the river above
named. A merchant mill calcu-
lated for four run of stones,
and a sawmill are now in op-
eration; and another sawmill is
about to be erected. It contains
two stores, and a number of
mechanics’ shops. The situa-
tion is pleasant, the ground be-
ing descending each way from
the center, and about 25 feet
above the level of the stream.
The land in the vicinity is what
is called rolling land, and is of
an excellent quality. A charter
for a turnpike road from Napo-
leon through this town to Indi-
ana state line was granted at
the last session of the Legisla-
ture. Page 250.
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Williams , a county situated
in the northwest corner of the
state, to which the counties of
Henry, Paulding and Putnam
are attached for judicial pur-
poses. It contains about 600
square miles, a greater part of
which is still in a state of na-
ture, though a very large por-
tion of it is now taken up for
agricultural purposes. It is
probably the best county of
land in the northwest part of
the state, having a rich soil well
suited to the growing of all the
grains and grasses of this lati-
tude; being well watered by
numerous streams, the princi-
pal of which are the Maumee,
Auglaize, Tiffin, and Little St.
Joseph rivers, all of which wa-
ter a country equal in fertility
to any in the state.

There were in 1838, four
gristmills, three sawmills, and
one carding machine in this
county, viz; one grist and saw-
mill with two run of stones,
and one carding machine on
Tiffin River, 2% miles north-
west from Defiance, where is
now situated the town of
Brunersburg; one grist and
sawmill on the Little St. Joseph,
25 miles northwest from Defi-
ance; one gristmill on a tribu-
tary of the Maumee, 14 miles
southeastwardly from Defi-
ance; and one sawmill on a
stream that empties into Tiffin
river, five miles from Defiance.
Other mills have since been
built, but we have no informa-
tion concerning their locality.

The principal mineral

springs discovered in this

county are the sulphur springs

on the Maumee River, half a
mile east from Defiance. The
water of these springs is very
strong; its odor being percepti-

ble at the distance of a quarter
of a mile. It is also very clear
and cold, and supposed to pos-
sess some remarkable medici-
nal properties; and the springs
have already become a place of
fashionable resort for persons
afflicted with various diseases.

The county is divided into
the townships of Defiance,
Springfield, Delaware, Brown,
St. Joseph’s, Crane, Carryall,
Tiffin, Beaver, Brady, Washing-
ton, Center, and Lost Creek.
Numerous towns have been
laid out within the county, but
we believe there are few which
are improved. These are Defi-
ance, Brunersburg, Williams-
town, Lafayette and Hicksville.

It has six post offices, to wit:
Brunersburg 2% miles northerly
from the county seat; Cranes-
ville, 17 miles westerly on the
Maumee River, in original sur-
veyed Township 2 North,
Range 4 East; Defiance the
county seat; Evansport, at the
site of a town of the same name
in Township 5 North, Range 4
East, 15 miles north of Defi-
ance. Pulaski at the site of a
town of the same name, 25
miles north of Defiance in
Township 6 North, Range 5
East; and Westburg, 8 miles
west of Defiance, in Township
3 North, Range 4 East. Pages
475 and 476

5
vansport—The people of
Evansport excelled
themselves in obser-

vance of Decoration Day [now
known as Memorial Day]. |
will not give you a full history
of the program, but will say the
assemblage was the largest |
have ever seen on a like occa-
sion.

A wooden monument was
erected, painted in imitation of
marble upon a sandstone base
four feet square, the entire
monument being 18 feet in
height.

The Brunersburg Brass
Band furnished music for the
occasion. Reverend Denius de-
livered the oration. On the
front is the simple inscription,
“In Memoriam.”

After the erection of the
monument, we gathered
around it, and while the band
played “The Star Spangled
Banner,” the entire assembly
stood with uncovered heads.

In this feature of monumen-
tal erection, | think Evansport
is entitled to precedence. All
should do likewise. Bryan
Press, June 5, 1879

eorge Kinch escaped

from the jail in this

place on Sunday
night last by digging out under
the floor. Such is the natural
desire for freedom. A reward
of $75 is offered by Sheriff Bell
for his arrest. He was arrested
for arson—for burning a saw-
mill at Stryker. Political Aboli-
tionist (Bryan), October 8, 1856
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In 1930, Evansport Masonic Lodge moved from Evansport to theecond story of
104 North Defiance Street, Stryker (left). Five years latr, the Lodge moved to the

upper floor of 100 North Defiance Street (right).(Kevin Maynard photo)

By Terry Perkins

Imost from the time

Evansport Lodge No.

511 Free and Accepted
Masons was established in
1875, some members hoped to
move the Lodge from Evans-
port to Stryker.

On November 20, 1879, the
Lodge applied for permission
to move to Stryker. West
Unity’s Superior Lodge ob-
jected, claiming it would in-
fringe on their territory, and
Grand Lodge denied the appli-
cation.

On December 23, 1898, a
vote was taken on the proposi-
tion of moving to Stryker, and
the proposal was defeated by a
count of 13 yes and 14 no. In
response to this vote, seven
members resigned.

The question remained dor-
mant until May 6, 1929, when
at a Lodge meeting the ques-
tion of relocating to Stryker
was again raised. With most
members residing in Stryker, it
was inconvenient to continue
meeting in Evansport.

A vote on June 3, 1929, re-
sulted in 19 for and no one
against moving to Stryker.
Committees were appointed to
seek approval from Superior
Lodge and Grand Lodge, and
to find a Stryker meeting loca-
tion.

On August 5, 1929, 35
brothers of Evansport Lodge
plus 22 \visitors, including

Grand Master Otto Hohly, at-
tended a dinner and the raising
of the last two candidates in
the Evansport hall. Brother
John Sloan raised his son, John

Charles, and Brother George
Planson raised his son, Wil-
liam.

Both Superior Lodge and
Grand Lodge approved the
proposed move, and Evansport
Lodge rented the second floor
of a brick building at 104 North
Defiance Street in downtown
Stryker from Ben Pessefall for
five years at $6 a month. The
room was heated by a coal
stove and had electric lights.

On January 6, 1930, the first
meeting was held in the
Stryker hall, with C. D. Fox,
Worshipful Master, presiding.
New furniture was in place on
April 7, 1930, and the Lodge
room was formally dedicated
on October 6, 1930. A fine sup-
per was prepared by the Order
of Eastern Star, and Past Grand
Master Otto Hohly presided
over the dedication ceremo-
nies.

On April 21, 1930, A. K.
Kerder and C. F. Gentit were
the first candidates raised in
the Stryker hall. Lodge pro-
ceeded normally the next few
years with new members join-
ing, inspections taking place
and Masonic funeral services
being held.

In December 1934, the West
Unity Banking Company of-
fered to lease the second floor
of 100 North Defiance Street
(northeast corner of Defiance
and Lynn streets) rent free for
five years if the Masons would
build a suitable exterior stair-
way and redecorate the rooms.
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The brethren accepted the
bank's generous offer, and
work began on the new hall.

The new hall was ready for
occupancy in the spring of
1935, after furniture was
moved through the windows
of the old hall, across a roof,
and through the windows of
the new hall. Dedication cere-
monies were held on October
11, 1935. This hall served as the
home of Evansport Lodge for
more than 40 years.

The Lodge rented the front
room of the old Lodge Hall
next door as a recreation room
from 1959 until January 1977. A
pool table was purchased with
donations, and a ping pong ta-
ble was also obtained, furnish-
ing many enjoyable hours of
entertainment before and after
Lodge functions.

Regular meeting nights for
Evansport Lodge changed sev-
eral times over the years. Origi-
nally, meetings were held on
the first and third Fridays of
each month. On April 15, 1898,
meetings were changed to the
second and fourth Fridays. In
May 1922, the date changed
again to the first and third
Mondays. Finally, on March 2,
1936, meeting nights were
changed to the first and third
Tuesdays of each month.

The Lodge used to meet
twice a month all year long,
but in its final years the Ma-
sons did not meet in the sum-
mer due to excessive heat and
humidity in the Lodge hall.

On March 29, 1977, Evans-
port Lodge hosted a 100-year

reconsecration service in the
lodge room with Grand Offi-
cers of the State of Ohio presid-
ing.

Following the reconsecra-
tion service, dinner was served
to 170 at the Stryker High
School cafeteria. Guests came
from California, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Indiana, and various
parts of Ohio.

In the early 1980s, because
of a change in building owner-
ship, Evansport Lodge moved
to its final home on the second
floor of the William Brenner
law office building.

In 1987, faced with declin-
ing membership, Evansport
Lodge No. 511 Free and Ac-
cepted Masons merged with
Superior Lodge No. 179 in
West Unity.

Maynard to Present “Images”
at Edgerton Historical Society

I Society will sponsor an

armchair tour of Wil-
liams County’s past through
the power of historic photo-
graphs as local historian Kevin
Maynard shares highlights
from his recently published
pictorial history, “Images of
America: Williams County” on
April 27.

Maynard’s 128-page soft-
cover book features more than
200 vintage black and white
images, many of which have
never appeared in local history
books.

“Images of America: Wil-
liams County” is the first picto-

he Edgerton Historical

rial history of the area ever
published and covers a broad
range of topics including vin-

tage “Main Street” scenes, agri-
business, business and indus-
try, education, public service/

government, religious life, so-
cial life and transportation.

A companion piece,
“Postcards of America: Wil-
liams County,” consists of 15
photographs selected from the
book accompanied by historic
information.

“Images of America: Wil-
liams County” will be available
for purchase at the event, and
Maynard will autograph copies
for attendees.

The presentation is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Monday,
April 27, at the Edgerton Com-
munity Room below the li-
brary, 319 North Michigan
Avenue, Edgerton, and is open
to Edgerton Historical Society
members and the public. There
is no charge to attend this spe-
cial program.

Additional information is
available by contacting Darwin
Krill at 419.298.3122 or via
email at dekrill@verizon.net.

tryker—George Lus-
corn’s child died Satur-
day with whooping

cough. More cases are re-
ported. In such cases the white
of an egg and brown sugar beat
together to the consistency of
paste will prove beneficial.
Dose, teaspoonful three times a
day, morning, evening and
night. Buckeye Vidette, July 1,
1880
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SAHC Begins Development
Of Museum Plan

he Stryker Area Heri-
tage Council has en-
gaged the Ohio Asso-

ciation of Historical Societies
and Museums (OAHSM) to as-
sist them in developing a plan
for a museum in the historic
Stryker depot.

Organized in 1960 under
sponsorship of the Ohio His-
torical Society, OAHSM is com-
posed of local historical socie-
ties, historic preservation
groups, history museums, ar-
chives, libraries, genealogical
societies and local historians
throughout the state involved
in collecting, preserving and
interpreting Ohio’s  history.
Through its OAHSM member-
ship, the SAHC is able to ac-
cess professional staff who are
experienced in establishing and
operating museums.

“The Board of Trustees felt
the most effective means to es-

tablish a local museum was to
seek professional assistance in
creating a written plan for
what we hope to accomplish,”
SAHC President Terry Perkins
said. “The Board is very ex-
cited about developing this
plan and then sharing it with
the members, local officials and
the community.”

OAHSM staff and SAHC
representatives have initiated
the information gathering
phase of the process via tele-
conference and email, sharing
information on the SAHC's for-
mation and major activities,
and reviewing SAHC docu-
ments such as its bylaws, col-
lections policy, investment pol-
icy, depot lease agreement, fi-
nancial reports and publica-
tions.

By April 17, OAHSM ex-
pects to provide the SAHC
with the outline for a draft mu-
seum plan and to develop an
agenda for a face-to-face meet-
ing in Stryker.

On May 9, OAHSM repre-
sentatives will meet with the
SAHC Board of Trustees and
conduct a strategic planning
session as well as outline what
the Board wishes to accomplish
in each of six areas of museum
management.

Armed with this informa-
tion, OAHSM staff will create a
draft museum plan which will
be reviewed with the SAHC
Board during a second meet-
ing, then finalized and submit-
ted to the Board.

The entire planning process
is expected to take from one to

three months to complete fol-
lowing the May 9 kickoff meet-
ing in Stryker.

Welcome New and
Renewing SAHC Members!

he Stryker Area Heri-
tage Council extends a
very hearty welcome

and its appreciation to the fol-
lowing new and renewing
members for their interest in
and support of the organiza-
tion: Jean Coy Bartholomew,
Upland, Ca,; Kenneth and
Helen Bell, Stryker; Doris Bour-
beau, Sun City, Ariz.; Alberta

Bruot, Bryan; Eldred and
Rosella Buehrer, Stryker; Mar-
garet B. Clifford, Sylvania;

Margaret Dilts, Stryker; Cath-
erine  Emmons, Fayette; The
Farmers & Merchants State
Bank, Stryker; Rosanne and
Ron Fisher, Stryker; Terry
Fruth, Evansport; Cynthia Gen-
tit, Farmington Hills, Mich;
Richard and Lois Heer,
Archbold; Don and Martha
Juillard, Stryker; Kenneth Juil-
lard, Stryker; Phillip Juillard,
Basin, Wy.; Judy Keller,
Stryker; Charles and Thelma
Lehman, Stryker; Bernie May-
nard, Bryan; The Ohio Gas
Company, Bryan; Dorothy Op-

dycke, Bryan; Joan Ruffer,
Stryker; Louis Seigneur,
Stryker; Marjorie  Seigneur,

Rocky River, Ohio; Erik and
Leslie Short, Stryker; Phil and
Barb Short, Stryker; The Village
of Stryker, Sharon Von Seg-
gern, Stryker; and Dr. Rodney
Wyse, Cedarville, Ohio!
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Suggestions to Teachers

ith a view of elevat-
ing the standard of
education and im-

proving the condition of the
common schools of Williams
County, the school examiners
of said county would respect-
fully suggest to those who may
hereafter apply for certificates
that we conceive it to be our
duty to adopt a more thorough
course of examination than has
hitherto been practiced in this
county. Forasmuch as the stat-
ute requires all teachers to be
of good moral character and
qualified to teach Orthography,
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic,
Geography and English Gram-
mer [sic], we would suggest:

1st. That no certificate will
be given under any circum-
stances where the person is
known to be of an immoral
character.

2nd, That in order to teach
Orthography, a person should
be able to give or describe the
sounds of letters.

3d. That in order to teach
Reading and Writing, teachers
should at least be readers and
writers themselves.

4t That no person is quali-
fied to teach Arithmetic who
does not thoroughly under-
stand the elementary rules.

5h. That in order to teach
Geography a person should
have a thorough knowledge of
the general outlines of geogra-
phy, and if possible of the ele-
ments of Astronomy.

6th. That teachers of English

Grammer should not be con-
fined exclusively to any one
author, but should have a gen-
eral knowledge of the elemen-
tary principles of Grammer,
and depend upon their own
judgment for their construc-
tion.

And last, but not least, that
a person should have sufficient
age and judgment to be able to
govern a common school.

These limited suggestions
are respectfully submitted by
the examiners. Williams County
Gazette, March 25, 1858

he female organization
is often as frail as that
of a tender flower.

Many of the sex enter into mar-
riage relations without being
able to undergo the labors and
trials of maternity

Stryker Merchants Vote to
Close Saturday Nights
men’s meeting

l \Wednesday noon at

the Beck’s Dining Room, mem-
bers voted for the stores to
close on Saturday evenings at 6
p.m. They will remain open

Friday evenings starting June
1, until 9 p.m. The merchants
are planning a prize drawing

for every Friday evening. Bryan
Times, May 28, 1962

t the Stryker Business-
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tate Senator Mark Wag-
Soner, State Representa-

tive Kathleen Chandler
and State Representative Mike
Moran have introduced legisla-
tion that would establish a tax
check-off program, allowing
Ohioans to donate a portion of
their tax refunds to the Ohio
Historical Society.

House Bill 75 and Senate
Bill 60 would allow Ohio tax-
payers the option to voluntar-
ily donate a portion of their in-
dividual income tax refunds to
the Ohio Historical Society.

The Ohio Historical Society
would use the monies gener-
ated from the tax check-off pro-
gram to establish a new com-
petitive matching grants pro-
gram for local history-related
organizations, such as the
Stryker Area Heritage Council.

These grants could be used
to fund projects such as reha-
bilitation of historic structures,
archival projects, archaeologi-
cal digs, educational programs,
online exhibits and countless

other creative history-related
efforts across the Buckeye
State.

Currently, taxpayer check-
off programs exist for wildlife
conservation, nature preserves,
scenic rivers and the protection
of endangered species. Enact-
ment of the proposed legisla-
tion would not cost the State of
Ohio anything because funds
would be provided voluntarily
from taxpayer refunds.

The Ohio Historical Society
encourages Ohioans to contact
their legislators and urge their
support of House Bill 75 and
Senate Bill 60. Additional infor-
mation is available at http://
capwiz.com/ohiohistory/

state/main/?state=0OH.
t exactly 9 o’clock the
local schools, assem-

l \bled in the audito-

rium, are to arise and sing “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” It is the
100 anniversary of the writing

of our National Song. Francis

$

L. Key of Evansport is a grand-
son of the illustrious author
Francis Scott Key. Stryker Ad-
vance, September 10, 1914
TECEREEEER TR e el

Notice

S Hereby Given that my

wife Mary has left my bed

and board without any just
cause or provocation; and | will
not pay any debts of her con-
tracting.

Fred Barbier

Near Lockport, Ohio, No-
vember 6. Williams County
Leader, November 29, 1860
TEOREEREEEEE R e

Reports for Duty

Aboard Freighter
Ifred Schmucker left
recently for Lorain,

l \ where he reported for

duty aboard the iron ore
freighter E. Voorhees, where he
is employed as a wheelman.
For several years he was a
wheelman on the freighter
Calloway, which docked in
Minnesota during the winter
months. Bryan Times, May 7,

1962
L

D ied—December 24,
1858, near Evansport,
in Williams County,
John Beery, aged three years.
While warming himself at the
fireplace, his clothes took fire
and nearly burned off. He was
alone in the house for a few
minutes; lived only some five
hours. Williams County Gazette,
January 6, 1859
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Ghost Towns Presentation
To be Repeated April 14
D response, the Stryker
Area Heritage Coun-
cil and the Williams County
Public Library will host a sec-
ond “Ghost Towns of Williams
County” presentation on April
14.

Researched by local histori-
ans Kevin Maynard and Rich-
ard Cooley, the pair's March 24
presentation drew a standing
room only crowd, and unfortu-
nately many had to be turned
away. A second presentation is
scheduled for 6 p.m. April 14 at
the Williams County Public Li-
brary’s new Local History Cen-
ter at the northeast corner of
Main and High Streets, Bryan.

Copies of the “Ghost Towns
of Williams County” presenta-
tion have been published in
booklet form and will be avail-

able for purchase at the event,
with all proceeds benefiting the

ue to overwhelming

SAHC’s programs and opera-
tions.

The program is part of a
Stryker Area Heritage Council
series designed to promote the
area’s rich historical and cul-
tural heritage. There is no

charge to attend the event
TEELERRREEE TR

Evansport Fire Loss
Is $32,500 for 1961

VANSPORT—The Tiffin
Township  Volunteer
Fire Department an-
swered a total of eight fire calls
during the year of 1961 in Tif-

fin Township. The total fire

loss for the year was $32,500.

The department also answered
one mutual aid call to Spring-
field Township, Stryker dis-
trict.

The department added one
new piece of equipment in

1961. They received a resuscita-

tor which was obtained
through the heart fund drive.
There were six firemen who

took a 12-hour course in basic
radiation training under the
supervision of the state depart-
ment of education. Fred
Golliver is fire chief. Bryan

Times, January 11, 1962
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Columbus Firm will
Expand Stryker Plant

he Columbus Bolt
Company of Columbus
has purchased control

of the Wolverine Bolt Com-
pany at Stryker and plans an
expansion program to enlarge
the industry there by about
10,000 square feet.

After the expansion, an ad-
ditional 20 or more personnel
will be hired, according to
Royce Call, vice president in
charge of manufacturing.

Mr. Call said the company
would like to participate in
civic affairs and become a very
definite part of the Stryker
community, and noted many
civic projects in Columbus
which have been headed by the
president of the firm, Robert
Rex.

He said that there are no
changes contemplated in the
supervision, with Dan A.
Brown, Bryan, and Robert
Meeker to continue in charge.
Bryan Times, February 1, 1962

Make Improvements
At Parish Hall

vansport—Members  of
the Young Married
Couples Class are mak-

ing many changes at the Parish
Hall, including cupboards and
a new floor in the kitchen. The
improvements will be appreci-
ated by the ladies who serve
the Tuesday suppers, as well as
those who use the parish house
for other activities. Bryan Times,
January 27, 1962

Order of Good Templars
Lodge O.K. No. 640
Evansport,

February 19, 1871

now ye all men by

these presents that we

the members of O. K.

Lodge No. 640 Independent
Order of Good Templars, lo-
cated in the Town of Evans-
port, County of Defiance, State
of Ohio, have at a regular elec-
tion elected Trustees to transact
all lawful business; to sue and

be sued; to make all lawful
contracts in behalf of the order.
Said Trustees, Thomas Maltby,
S. A. Justice, and Benjamin F.
Motter, to hold their office for
one year or until their succes-
sors are elected and sworn to
office.
Lewis King, W. C. T.

Samuel A. Justice, W. R. S.

Defiance County Corporation Re-

cord, Page 35

A cerity of a girl when
you see her wipe her

mouth after you kiss her. Wil-

liams County Gazette, October 28,

1858

Iways doubt the sin-

The BEAN CREEK CHRONICLE is a
quarterly publication of the Stryker
Area Heritage Council, a non-profit
organization. Complimentary sub-
scriptions are provided to SAHC
members. To join the SAHC, com-
plete and submit the membership
application on page 11. The BEAN
CREEK CHRONICLE is edited by Kevin
Maynard, 1436 Muirfield Drive,
Bowling Green, OH 43402; email

info@strykerahc.org
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